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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CANBER 04082 2308 17Z 
13 

ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EA-11 ADP-00 COME-OO INT-08 SCEM-02 CEQ-02 

EPA-04 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 SCI-06 TRSE-00 

CIEP-02 OPIC-12 RSR-01 PA-03 PRS-01 USIA-15 /090W 

027126 

R 2308 10Z JUL 73 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1363 
INFO AMCONSUL BRISBANE UNN 
AMCONSUL MELBOURNE UNN 
AMCONSUL PERTH UNN 
AMCONSUL SYDNEY UNN 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 4082 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, SENV, AS 

SUBJ: ROYAL COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY 

REF: A) CANBERRA A- 120 
B) CANBERRA A-82 (NOTAL) 

1. PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM AND MINERALS AND ENERGY 
MINISTER CONNOR JOINTLY ANNOUNCED JULY 20 THAT A 
ROYAL COMMISSION WILL SOON BE SET UP TO INQUIRE INTO 
"ALL ASPECTS" OF LOCAL PETROLEUM INDUSTRY. INQUIRY 
EXPECTED TO TAKE ABOUT ONE YEAR AND WILL COVER ALL 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS. PRICING AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 
OF REFINERY SITINGS (REF B) WILL BE MAIN TOPICS EXPLORED, 

BUT COMMISSION LIKELY TO STUDY OTHER TOPICS AS WELL, 
PERHAPS INCLUDING OVERSEAS OWNERSHIP. 

2. EMBASSY WILL REPORT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

GREEN 
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